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Building Public 

Awareness 

about 

Geographic 

Literacy



National Geographic’s 

Reach: 

330 million 

worldwide



The Mission:

Inspiring people to care about the planet.

•Research
•Conservation
•Exploration
•Education and 
Outreach



Education Mission:

� Resources

� Programs

� State Geography Alliances

� Public Policy

� Public Engagement

To motivate and enable each new 

generation to become geographically literate



Geographic knowledge and 

understanding is critical 

in the 21st century

� People and cultures

� Commerce and industry

� Environments and ecosystems

� Populations and migration



Sadly, young people are not getting enough 

geography.

Used with Permission of Reach the World



�Goal: To improve the geographic literacy of young 

people, ages 8-17, by motivating parents and educators 
to expand geographic offerings at home, at school, and 

in communities.

�Launched May 2006

�Target Audiences: 

�Primary: Activist Parents

�Secondary: Educators, Kids/Teens

�Tertiary: Policymakers

My Wonderful World Campaign Overview



• Show parents how to help their children learn 
about the world

• Increase the geographic offerings in the 
schools and the resources available to them

• Increase the number of students who take 
geography-related courses and engage in 

related activities at school

• Increase the number of community 

organizations that engage young people in 
geography-related activities

Campaign Objectives



Educators: Ten Ways to Give Students the World

1. Show students that geography is everywhere.

2. Bring it up with school leaders and parents.

3. Find global connections in the community.

4. Explore the planet using technology.

5. Make geography part of every subject.

6. Make geography extracurricular.

7. Connect students with people from other 

countries and cultures.

8. Help students envision their global futures.

9. Go there! Travel abroad.

10. Sign up for the My Wonderful World e-

newsletter, and help spread the word.



Public Engagement: My Wonderful World

www.mywonderfulworld.org



My Wonderful World Newsletter



How GLOBE Leaders and My Wonderful World 
can build awareness together:

� Talk about the My Wonderful World Campaign and 

GLOBE’s participation with your networks

� Go to My WonderfulWorld.org and sign up, and ask 

educators and parents to do the same

� U.S.: Connect with State Geographic Alliances for 

resources and opportunities to collaborate locally

� Send links for GLOBE and other program offerings to My 

Wonderful World, to be promoted through our newsletter 

and Alliances



Help give kids the power of global knowledge!

nationalgeographic.com/education      MyWonderfulWorld.org


